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Dear Wingers of 

CA1S 

By: Jo Jolitz, 

Chapter Directors 

 

 H appy New Year to 

all of you!  Hope all 

of you had a peaceful 

Christmas and an exciting 

New Year Party! 

One year ago I took over the 

CD position and was won-

dering how we would do throughout the year. Looking 

back to 2009 I know it was not easy for all of those who 

are involved keeping our Chapter alive and active. But I 

do want to thank all of you for your great support you 

granted me and our Chapter. Iôm fully aware that this 

was not a self-giving and I would like to use this oppor-

tunity to say THANK YOU! 

Although we starting out for a new year of fun we still 

have to keep an eye on our members as well as those 

who we might convince to join us in the future. There-

fore, I want to thank explicitly those who spent time on 

the GWRRA booth at the Long Beach motorcycle show 

last month. I wanted to let you know that I got 2 calls 

from fellows who went there and got in contact with 

you. Those guys were very satisfied with the warm wel-

come they received while approaching you. We will see 

how this will turn out in the near future. 

While I was sitting at the wonderful Washington D.C. 

airport, getting upset due to flight cancelations you were 

celebrating our Christmas Party. I was told that we had a 

lot of fun and enjoyed the entire party. 

If you havenôt heard it yet our new COY is Tom & Eve-

lyn Gibson and the new IOY is my great supporter and 

(CDôs Continued on page 5) 
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Tom & Evelyn Gibson our new COY 

(couple of the year) for 2010 
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Dennis Downey our new IOY 

(individual of the year) for 2010 
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District Directorôs Review 

By:  Bill & Rene Johnson, 

California  

District Director 
 

G reetings every-

one, what a wonderful 

time it is to be a member of the Gold Wing 

Road Riders Association. I guess we should 

start off our first Newsletter article with 

a little history about ourselves. Rene & I 

grew up in the same neighborhood in of 

Torrance, CA, about 10 houses from each 

other and later married while I was sta-

tioned in Tacoma, Washington as a soldier 

the U.S. Army.  We have since been mar-

ried 36 years; have two great kids, and 

three wonderful grandkids that help keep 

us young.  

     A few years after leaving the Army, I 

went to work at the Long Beach Naval Ship-

yard as a Boilermaker Apprentice, pro-

gressed through the ranks to become the 

U.S. Navyõs Fleet Workload Fore-

caster stationed in Washington 

DC, and since returned to Cali-

fornia as the Deputy Director of 

the Joint - Army / Navy Data 

Center located in Fairfield, CA. 

While I was busy building my ca-

reer, Rene was busy raising our 
(Review Continued on page 7) 

 

The CA1S newsletter is distributed at no charge to GWRRA members who regularly attend chapter functions, our advertisers, and inter-

ested supporters. Our goal is to publish the week before the chapter meeting, which is normally the third Saturday of the month.  Newslet-

ters will be distributed at the monthly meeting and copies will be mailed to regular attendees not in attendance.  The newsletter will be 

available in PDF format on the Chapter web site prior to each meeting.  Contributions for this Newsletter are gratefully accepted, and 

should reach the editor no later than the first day of each month. Text only files via e-mail are preferred. Intellectual property rights 

and responsibility for accuracy of published material remain with the author. 

Assistant Chapter  

Directorôs Message 
By: Dennis Downey,  

ACD - CA1S 

 W ingers,   It is 

the end of the year 

2009. The Chapter had 

a good year; we made it 

of Chapter visits. I hope 

we can do more in the 2010 year. I didnõt 

get a chance to go to the singing Highway 

when Jim led the ride, I again had to work. 

I am so looking forward to 2015 I can then 

retire. I hope all that went had a good 

time. I spoke to Frank Luna at our Christ-

mas party and he informed me that he is 

stepping down as our Education Director as 

of January 1 2010, Here is your chance to 

step up and help out the Chapter. We do 

need all to participate in our parking lot 

practice. The Christmas party was very 

nice. The food was good I didnõt hear one 

bad comment. Thank you Tom & Evelyn 

Gibson for putting the Christmas Dinner & 

(ACD Continued on page 5) 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Size Month Quarter Year 

Business Card $10.00 $20.00 $50.00 

One Half Page 2.5ò x 7ò $16.00 $35.00 $100.00 

Full Page 4.5òx7ò $25.00 $60.00 $200.00 
 

Rates are based on camera ready artwork. Payment, in advance, by check 

payable to GWRRA CA1S, delivered to Newsletter Editor, Larry Meyers 

at 3631 Pier Walk, Oxnard, CA 93035 is required. New artwork must be 

received by month end for the following month.   Chapter Member adds at 

no charge. 
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8am Buffet Breakfast $12.50 call for reservations 

Sheree or Larry (951)443 -2891 Goodie Sale starts 

at 10am 

 

March 20 th  CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 8:30 

Meeting    Ride and Leader TBD  

 

March 26 thð 28 th  CA1R Rally in the Valley  

Host Hotel - Primm Valley Resort & Casino 

31900 Las Vegas Blvd., Primm Valley, Nevada 

1-800 -FUN-STOP and use group code CR0326   
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/

files/CA1R_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

April 17th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 8:30 Meeting  

Ride & Leader TBD  

 

April 25 th  CA1Q òRendezvous with Qó 

Registration 8 -10:30am at 1018 E. Chestnut Ave, 

Santa Anna, CA ride ends at Wing Stuff 20902 

Bake Pkwy Suite 106, Lake Forest Drive  

http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/

files/CA1Q_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

May 15th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 8:30 Meeting  

Ride and Leader TBD  

 

May 28 th  Region F Rally Memorial Weekend  

Orange County Hilton Hotel (714)540 -

7000 GWRRA Rate $89.00  

(see page 10 for copy of flyer) or  

http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/

rally_flyers/files/2010%20Region%

20F%20Rally%20Flier.pdf   

ƴ     Jackie 

Ride Angelôs Forecast 

By: Jackie Meyers 
 

CA1S  M e m b e r s :  

Parking lot practices at  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

located at 10800 Henderson 

Road in Ventura. This is 

reached just south of the 126 

Freeway and west off of Wells Rd. These PLPs 

will be between the hours of 8:00 AM until 

10:30 AM.  (RSVP required for attendance to Jo 

Jolitz at GL1800JO@YAHOO.COM)  

Dates Are:  

January 9          February 13           March 13  

April 10             May 8                     June 12  

July 10              August 14              September 11  

October 9         November 13  

 

January 16th meeting moved to January 23 rd  

CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 8:30 Meeting  

 

February 20 th  CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 8:30 

Meeting  

Larry Meyers will lead the after meeting ride to 

CA1-Iõs Valentine Run  

February 20 th  Ca1- I Valentine Run  

Starts & Ends at: Charter Oak High School  

1430 E. Covina Blvd. Covina, CA 91724 pre-

registration $18, on site $20  

Lunch 11:45 Gold Angels 1:00 
 

March 14 th  CA1M March Madness  

Hidden Valley Club, 10 Clubhouse Drive, Norco  

CA1S Ride Meeting Locations by Number: 
 

#1  Fillmore  McDonald's on Hwy 126 in Fillmore. 

#2  Simi Valley McDonald's on Yosemite Ave. north of 118 Fwy. 

#3 Thousand Oaks Park & Ride at Rancho Rd. south of 101 Fwy. 

#4  Camarillo  McDonald's north of 101 Fwy. at Santa Rosa & Verdugo. 

#5 Oxnard  McDonald's at Hwy #1 & Statham Blvd. 

#6 Ventura McDonald's on Harbor Blvd. off Seaward Ave. 

#7  Carpinteria  IHOP, Casitas Pass Rd. off ramp. 

#8  Goleta   Union 76 station at the Winchester off ramp. 

CA1S Statistics  

for Jan. 2nd 2010  

Last/First Ride of the Year  
  

 CA1S Members  ...................  11 

 Visiting GWRRA Members .......  .  14

 Non- Member Visitors  ..............  1

 Bikes & Trikes  ....................  20 

http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1R_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1R_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Q_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Q_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/2010%20Region%20F%20Rally%20Flier.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/2010%20Region%20F%20Rally%20Flier.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/2010%20Region%20F%20Rally%20Flier.pdf
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Group Riding!  
 

 Roles and  

Responsibilities in 

Group Ride 
By: Jim Moynagh 

 

Note: These Group Riding 
articles are based on the 
teaching outline for use in the GWRRA -Region Fõs 
Rider Education Team/Group Riding Seminar.  It is 
best that each of you take advantage of the semi-
nars provided at Rallies and Wing Ding. But, that is 
not possible for all of our members.  Therefore, 
these articles are included in our CA1S Newsletter.  

 

 There are several people or individuals that have 

important Group Riding roles.  The 2 most important people 

for promoting the best atmosphere for Group Riding are the 

Chapter Director and the Chapter Educator.  In chapters 

without a Chapter Educator the Chapter Director is respon-

sible for fulfilling the duties of both positions. 

 

 T he Ride Coordinator (Tour Director) is 

involved in the planning of all rides to some degree 

and therefore is also responsible for promoting a 

good understanding of Group Riding standards by 

Ride Leaders.  The best of all worlds exists when 

many chapter members volunteer to lead rides dur-

ing the year.  The more people that volunteer to 

lead rides the better the variety of rides we all can 

enjoy.   

 GWRRA has seminars dealing with many 

topics.  Two of these seminars are very important 

(Group Riding Continued on page 6) 

Skill Practice ð Parking  Lot Practice  

 Sessions are scheduled for:  

 
  

 February 13, 2010  

 March 13, 2010  

 April 10, 2010  

 May 8, 2010  

 June 12, 2010  

 July 10, 2010  

 August 14, 2010  

 September 11, 2010  

 October 9, 2010  

 November 13, 2010  

 
 

 These Skill Practices will start at 8 AM and 

they will not run past 11:00 AM.  They are located 

in the large parking lot behind Sacred Heart 

Church in Ventura.  It is located 10800 Hender-

son Road, Ventura.  Henderson Road is south of 

the 126 Freeway and west of Wells Road.  

 All members are welcome to attend as long as 

they comply with the safety requirements estab-

lished by GWRRA.   ƴ 

Interested in being a chapter educa-

tor?  Are you a good motivator? Call 

Frank at 805 - 968 - 9416 or Email him 

at wingluna@verizon.net  to find out what 

the job entails and how you can make 

a difference.  

CA1S Sunshine Report   

January 2010 

 

Birthdays:  

 

 Steven Brightly  ...............  Jan. 11  
 Nancy Lee  .....................  Jan. 21  
 Evelyn Gibson  ................  Jan. 24  
 
 Anniversaries:  

 

 Richard & Barbara Sager  ....  Jan. 16  
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Chapter Shirts  
 

Purple Chapter Long Sleeve Shirts with Embroidered CA1S 

& GWRRA on the sleeves.  $15.00  They are available in 

Small, Medium, Large, X Large & 2 X.  

CA1S Chapter Store 
 

To purchase CA1S Chapter 

Store items contact  

Dave Smith at  

805 - 566 - 1115.  

Baseball caps with  

embroidered CA1S Logo  

$11.00  

White Elephant exchange, It was fun. I will 

be attending the CD & ACD classes in Ba-

kersfield on the 16 of January and will help 

out with getting you the information that is 

given to us. The last ride of the year will 

take place on January 2, 2010. Thom Gibson 

will lead the ride from McDonalds on Har-

bor   in Ventura. We will be leaving at 9 AM 

sharp. Tom will lead us through the back 

roads to Rincon Park.  So pack a Picnic lunch 

and join us for a good ride.     If your Mem-

bership is about to expire, please take the 

time to renew it.   Dave, Dennis, Jim & Pat 

went to the Long Beach Motorcycle Show 

to help promote GWRRA. We spent about 6 

hours each talking to people about GWRRA. 

I think we made a good impression. Chapter 

CA1K set it all up Thank you Chapter K. I 

went to Cal Coast on the 26 of December 

to see what they might have on after 

Christmas sale. No luck. I was able to talk 

to two people who had Gold wings and they 

didnõt know there is a Goldwing Chapter in 

Ventura, I just happened to have a copy of 

our latest News Letter. Hopefully they will 

show up at one of our meetings. If you have 

read the newsletter you will know that 

Anita & JR are stepping down as District 

Directors they are moving on to higher 

goals with Region F.  I wish the fair winds 

and following seas.   ƴ                    

                                                           Dennis                                         

(ACD Continued from page 2) 

our ACD Dennis Downey. Congratulation to all of 

you! You deserve the honor. I do hope to collect 

your medals during the Bakersfield meeting. 

As we do have a new riding season in front of us 

make sure that your bike and the paperwork 

(registration, insuranceé) is up to date. Although I 

know by now we are blessed here in Southern Cali-

fornia to ride the whole year! How lucky we are! 

Please be aware that our January Breakfast meeting 

has been changed to the 23rd of January as Dennis 

and I are attending the 2010 Bakersfield Party on 

the 16th. 

For that January 23rd we still need somebody who 

does want to lead the ride. Please get back to me 

either by phone or by email if somebody does want 

to take the lead. 

Finally I do have to announce that Frank Luna has 

stepped down as our Educator after so many years. 

Frank, many thanks for all that you did! You have 

done a great job and we will miss you in this posi-

tion. 

So in closing, I do have to report an opening for 

that position and would appreciate if someone 

would be interested in taking it over. ƴ 

 Stay tuned and ride safe!     

  Jo  

(CDôs Continued from page 1) 
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for facilitating good group riding techniques.  

These seminars are the Road Captain Course and 

the Group Riding Course.  Certified GWRRA in-

structors must teach both of these courses.  

Therefore, they are usually available at District 

rallies, Region rallies and Wing Ding.  I encourage 

all of you to take both of these courses the first 

chance you have. 

 To continue with the roles and responsibili-

ties of people involved in a group ride there are 3 

members that play important roles in every group 

ride.  The Front Door, Back Door and the other 

Group Members make up the essentials of the 

group.  Each of the group members have many 

things to contribute to a safe ride.  Now I would 

like to cover some of the responsibilities of each 

of the group members.  

 The First and Last bikes in the group are re-

sponsible for leading the group.  This statement 

may sound a little strange since we think of the 

Front Door as the leader because of the position 

in the front of the group.  The Back Door is also 

responsible for taking part in leading the group 

by communicating with the Front Door and the 

other group members.  I will further explain this 

later.  

 The Front Door bike sits in the lead or point 

position in the Left track of the lane when the 

group is in a staggered formation.   Some people 

will refer to this leader as the Point or Lead.  

Whatever term is used for this person, the re-

sponsibilities are the same.  This person is usually 

the first to see hazards and other developing 

situations.   At this position decisions are to be 

made for the protection and safety of the group.  

The Front Door determines the riding speed and 

lane selection for the group.  There are things 

that the Front Door is unable to see or know that 

can adversely affect the group.  This is very true 

at night.   

 This is where the Back Door (also called 

Drag or Tail -gunner) becomes involved in leading 

the group.  By being the last bike in the group the 

Back Door is in the best position to see what is 

happening in and around the group.    

(Group Riding Continued from page 4) Better coordination among the members of the 

group is possible through the use of CB radios.  

The Back Door has the best view of the traffic 

conditions around the group.  The spacing between 

the bikes in the group should be of concern to the 

Back Door.  When riders in the group get too close 

or too far from the bike in front of them the 

group is adversely affected.  The desired distance 

is 2 seconds between bikes in the same track.  

When a rider is closer than the 2 seconds the 

stopping cushion is lost thereby endangering the 

rider in front and possibly other riders to the 

rear.  The Back Door owes it to the group to ad-

vise riders that they are too close or too far be-

hind the bike directly in front of them.  The rider 

so advised should not take offence since we all 

have lapses in our concentration.  

 The Back Door also keeps the Front Door and 

the group appraised of traffic conditions.  This is 

especially true of things that are approaching 

from the rear and either side.  In heavy traffic 

the Back Door should warn riders of vehicles that 

may pull in behind them so close the tailgating 

might be dangerous.  

 The Group Members also have responsibilities.  

They should arrive early to attend the Ride Meet-

ing and be ready to depart at the announced time.  

They should be familiar with the procedures and 

techniques of Group Riding.  During the ride they 

should maintain a safe riding distance depending 

on road and traffic conditions and minimize CB 

traffic allowing the Group Leaders to coordinate 

the ride.   

 In true GWRRA fashion Co -Riders are in-

volved in the Group Ride regardless of which posi-

tion they are located.  Co -Riders can be of great 

assistance to their Rider and the Group.  Co -

Riders are able to observe many things taking 

place that the rider may never see.   ƴ  
 

   

  Jim  
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family and working in Retail and Office 

Administration as we moved around the 

country. Through the years we stayed busy 

with many volunteer groups (Scouts, PTA, 

Guide dogs for the blind, etc). I just re-

cently retired on January 2 nd, 2010 with 

over 35 years of Federal service, and am 

now anxious to dedicate some free time to 

the California District of GWRRA.  

     Rene & I joined GWRRA in June 2001 

and would like to acknowledge a few impor-

tant people in our GWRRA lives. First, we 

want to thank Don Allen of òWing Nut ð 

Gold Wing Specialistó for introducing us to 

GWRRA. Through his suggestion, we joined 

(Review Continued from page 2) chapter CA -2K and havenõt regretted one 

minute of our membership. Secondly, we 

would be remorse if we didnõt mention Jerry 

(aka CSA) & Donna Kougel, the first couple 

we met at our first meeting. They are the 

ones we owe everything GWRRA to, and 

blame everything on, without them making us 

feel so welcome, we may have ended up rid-

ing one of those other òHó motorcycles. The 

point being, a greeting committee is critical 

to the health and growth of all chapters, so 

choose yours carefully.  

     Our sincere appreciation goes out to 

Anita & JR Alkire for the incredible support 

they have given us throughout this transi-

tion period. The many hours on the phone 

(Review Continued on page 8) 
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and days watching them oper-

ate at the many Rallyõs & 

meetings have been an inspi-

ration to our new role as Cali-

fornia District Directors. 

Without them, we would be 

lost and have a lot  tougher 

row to hoe.  

     We would like to thank all 

the members of our California 

District for your dedication 

to the spirit of our GWRRA 

motto: òFriends for Fun, 

Safety, and Knowledgeó. You 

are the reason weõre here, so 

please donõt hesitate to contact us if you 

ever have a question or just need to talk.       

     And finally, we would also like to thank 

our incoming Staff for all their support and 

encouragement. Their passion to enhance 

GWRRA life within California will surely 

keep Rene & I on our toes, as we look for-

ward to the opportunity to serve. So, as my 

tag line always says, òHang on ð weõre go-

ing for a rideó.  ƴ 
  

 Bill & Rene Johnson 

(Review Continued from page 7) 

HAMMERôS QUEST  

FOR REGION  

INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR  
By: Hammer Willingham,  

District IOY 

 

 

F irst off, I would 

like to thank Chapter 

CA-1Q for opening 

their hearts to me in 

2007, when I first 

dropped in on them.  

Once all the intro-

ductions were done, they encouraged me to be-

come involved with everything and everyone.  On 

October 2008, I was honored by the chapter to be-

come the 2009 Chapter Individual of the Year.  

With all of their support leading up to District 

Rally and on the night of the competition in Ba-

kersfield, I was named District Individual of the 

Year.  Chapter Q, you are the GREATEST group 

of motorcycle riders Iôve ever ridden with.  Thank-

you, Thank-you! 

 

Now for the State of California, I start my ñQuest 
(Quest Continued on page 9) 

CA1S Activity Calendar and  

District Ride Calendar 2010 
 

 Jan. 23 rd  ...........   CA1S Breakfast Meeting  
 Feb. 13 th  ...........   CA1S PLP in Ventura  

 Feb. 20 th  ...........   CA1S Breakfast Meeting and ride to 
                         CA1I Valentine FUNd Raiser* (Covina)  

 Mar 20th  ...........   CA1S Breakfast Meeting  
  Mar. 26 th ð 28th  .....  CA1R Rally in the Valley*  

 Apr. 17th  ...........  CA1S Breakfast Meeting  
 Apr. 25th  ...........  CA1Q Rendezvous With Q*  

 
 

 *Note: District and Chapter FUNd Raiser flyers are available on the District Web 

Site.  When they are available on the District Web Site www.gwrra-ca.org  there will be 
this  *  indication 

Old Piru Train Station  during First Ride of the 

Year 
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Chapter CA1S Meeting Location  

Carrowõs Restaurant  

2401 E. Harbor Blvd., Ventura  

Directions   

 

From north of Ventura:  

South Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight onto E. Harbor Blvd. And continue through 

the next stop sign at the intersection of Seaward and Harbor Blvd.  

Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

  

From south of Ventura:  

North Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight continue to E. Harbor Blvd. and turn left.   

Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

 

December 6th I was at CA-1Iôs meeting were 

Anita awarded me with my new District Individ-

ual of the Year vest, which I wear proudly for all 

of California. Then it was off to the Long Beach 

Bike Show for the weekend.  December 11th I 

made the drive out to Mesa Arizona so I could 

attend chapter AZ-Dôs meeting.  After the meet-

ing I went on a ride to a Wing-er Christmas 

Party and met some of the AZ motorcycle drill 

team.  I am having a great time riding to all these 

places and enjoy talking to new friends.  What a 

Family we have with GWRRA. ƴ 

 

Your District Individual of the Year, 

    Hammer 

for Region Individual of the Yearò!  I plan to visit 

as many chapters as I can, talking about the Individ-

ual of the Year program and GWRRA, Friends for 

Fun, Safety and Knowledge.  I would like to keep 

all of you informed on my Quest, since I will be 

representing all the California Chapters and would 

love to represent all of Region F!! 

 

I started the Quest at the October 18th Ride for 

Kids, helping escort over 100 motorcycles.  For the 

fun part, I danced and waved the groups through the 

intersections!  On November 14th I visited CA-1F, 

the on the 21st it was CA-1S where I even won a 

door prize!  I finished November with a visit to CA-

1K on the 28th, were Ken Freeland asked if I would 

help at the GWRRA booth for the Long Beach In-

ternational Bike Show, in my Gold Angel uniform. 

(Quest Continued from page 8) 

 

 

 

Editorôs Note 
By: Larry R. Meyers 

 

 
 

A nother great year has come and 

gone.  We had a wonderful turn out for 

our First/Last Ride of the year and 

things are looking better.  I appreciate 

any articles at any time of the month but 

if you want it in the same month as sub-

mitted it has to be in by the 5th.  I will 

try to get it published and on the web 

page by the 10th of every month.  I plan 

to attend more functions than I was able 

to last year and will be able to get more 

pictures of our activities. ƴ      Ride Safe!  

                                   Larry   
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Leadership Training  

Division 

We will match any  

Gold Wing pricing!  

 

L.A. pricing  

with local service!  

Rider Education  

Division Membership  

Enhancement 

Division 
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MEMBERôS ITEMS FOR SALEð  There were no items for this monthééééé.. 

 

Chapter members can advertise their personal items for sale as long as desired.  If the advertisement is 

desired past the third month notify the Editor of your desire. 
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